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Aunt. But her mistress did not take it so; but seemed satisfied, that she agreed to go to the meeting, and so took her into the house.
Niece. And pray, madam, what came of it ? how did she prove ?
Aunt. Why just as a poor uneducated ignorant creature would prove. She went with them to the meeting, but pretended to the servants she did not like it, and she had rather go to church. So her mistress taking an opportunity of talking with her again one day, told her what she had heard in the house of her, and asked her if she had said that she did not like going to the meetings, but had rather go to church; and she said that indeed she did say so, but she meant nothing of harm.
Well, says her mistress, 1 never desire to offer violence to any servant's conscience; if you had rather go to church, you shall go to church, though you know what you said to me, when I hired you, that you were very willing to go to the meeting.
That was very true, she said, and she had not said otherwise now; but she said only, that she had rather go to church: however, if she pleased, she would stay at home.
Xo, no, says the mistress, I'll have no staying at home, I will have all my servants go to the public worship of God somewhere; staying at home may be as much mis-spending the Sabbath-day as going abroad for pleasure : therefore go to church, Betty, says her mistress, by all means; I am not so much against going to church, as to think that they do not serve and worship God there; by all means, if you do not care to go to the meeting, go to church: 'tis certainly your duty to go somewhere, and mine to oblige you to it.
Niece. That was spoken like a woman of very good principles.